Aetat. 30.]        OBSERVATIONS ON SHAKESPEARE.                175
He this year wrote the Preface to the Harleian Miscellany1* The selection of the pamphlets of which it was composed was made by Mr. Oldys2, a man of eager curiosity and indefatigable diligence, who first exerted that spirit of inquiry into the literature of the old English writers, by which the works of our great dramatick poet have of late been so signally illustrated.
In 1745 he published a pamphlet entitled Miscellaneous Observations on the Tragedy of Macbeth, with remarks on Sir T. ff.'s (Sir Thomas Hamners] Edition of Shakspeare.* To which he affixed, proposals for a new edition of that poet3.
As we clo not trace any thing else published by him during the course of this year, we may conjecture that he was occupied entirely with that work. But the little encouragement which was given by the publick to his anonymous proposals for the execution of a task which Warburton was known to have undertaken, probably damped his ardour. His pamphlet, however, was highly esteemed, and was fortunate enough to obtain the approbation even of the supercilious Warburton himself, who, in the Preface to his Shakspeare published two years afterwards, thus mentioned it: 'As to all those things which have been
1'Among the names of subscribers     announced that it will be published to the Harleian Miscellany there     on April 6. In spite of the two ad-occurs that of " Sarah Johnson, book-     vertisements, and the title-page which seller in Lichficld."' Johnsoniana,     agrees with the advertisements, I be-p. 466.                                               lieve that the Proposals were not
a A brief account of Oldys is given     published till eleven years later (see
in the Gent. Mag. liv. 161, 260.  Like    post, end of 1756).    I cannot hear of
so many of his fellows he was thrown     any copy of the Miscellaneous Obser-
into the Fleet.   ' After poor Oldys's     -nations which contains them.   The
release, such was his affection1 for the"    advertisement is a third time repeated
' place that he constantly spent his    in the April number of the  Gent.
evenings there.'                                   Mag. for 1745 (p- 224)> but ^e Pro"
3 In the Feb. number of the Gent,     posals are not this time mentioned.
Mag. for this year (p. 112) is the    Tom Davies the bookseller gives 1756
following advertisement:—' Speedily     as the date of their publication (Misc.
will be published (price ij.) Miscel-     and F^tgitive Pieces, ii. 87).   Perhaps
laneous Observations on the Tragedy     Johnson or the booksellers were dis-
of Macbeth, with remarks on Sir TV    courageoT by Hanmer's Shakespeare
H.'s edition of Shakespear; to which     as well as by Warbtirton's.   Johnson
is affix'd proposals for a new edition     at the end of the Miscellaneous Obser-
of  Shakespear,   with   a   specimen,     vations says :—' After the foregoing
Printed for J. Roberts in Warwick     pages were printed, the late edition
Lane.' In the March number (p. 114),     of Shakespeare ascribed to Sir T. H.
under the date of March 31, it is     fell into my hands.'
publishedes is of some weight in the opposite scale, when I sun disposed to go to them oftener than I ought.1 Shenstone's Works (3rd edit,), iii. 73,
